EDITOR,-We wish to comment on the article by Parente et al (Gut 1995; 37: 210-5) regarding clinical usefulness of functional parameters in duodenal ulcer patients cured for Helicobacter pylori infection.
We agree with the authors about the finding of a fall in pepsinogen I serum concentrations three months after the eradication of the infection and we would like to underline the relevance of such a non-invasive parameter already defined by Samloff as 'gastric mucosa serological biopsy'.' In our experience on 259 (197 M; mean age 52-2 years; range 18-79) duodenal ulcer patients tested two months after H pylon eradication treatment pepsinogen I decreased from mean (SD) 147-7(78-3) to 90.7 (49.2) ,ug/ml (p<0005). On the contrary the authors found an increase in pepsinogen I serum concentrations in patients who were not cured, where we found, in the same group, a slight decrease: 145-6(80-7) v 124-6(63-4) (p=NS). We believe that this decrease, although not statistically significant, could be explained by the fact that even in the group who were not cured the antibiotic treatment reduces H pylon concentration and consequently the gastric mucosa inflammation.2
We also would like to point out that in our experience on the same patient's sample, pepsinogen II (RIA Method, Sorin Biomedica, Saluggia, Italy; ,xg/dl) decreased dramatically after H pylon infection treatment. Indeed in duodenal ulcer cured patients tested two months after the end of the treatment pepsinogen II decreased from 21.6(11.8) to 8-2(4-1) (p<0-001). In agreement with our finding on pepsinogen I even pepsinogen II slightly decreased in patients not cured for H pylon infection (22-7(13-6) v 16(7-2) The hepatic, biliary, and pancreatic topics are very comprehensive in their range although they mostly exclude reference to paediatric liver disease, which was probably regarded as a subspecialty in its own right. The exception is the inclusion of a chapter on biliary atresia. The care of patients after liver transplantation, which would surely have been of great interest to any aspiring hepatologist, has been omitted as a topic.
